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March, 1951

Volume 1

No. 5

Dear Brother:

If and when you read this, you may possibly be as tired as a preacher usually is after the Lenten and
Easter season. Sometimes we are inclined to forget that physical tiredness also has a very definite effect on
the level of our mental, emotional, and spiritual life. Problems and perplexities which we can shake off
ordinarily begin to loom out of all proportion to their real significance. If, therefore, you have some imusual
anxiety or worry on your mind, you may ascribe it for the moment to the physical let down which comes
after the stress and strain of the season of the church year in which our pastors are busier than at any other
time.

Notes on the methods of instruction used in our confirmation classes continue to trickle in. A few days
ago a thoughtful brother wrote that he felt that with all the towering strength of Luther's Small Catechism the^
order of the six chief parts should be changed somewhat. He said that the instruction of the children should
begin with the second chief part. The Creed, and then move to an exposition of the Law in the Ten Command

ments. Others have written that they are somewhat concerned about the age at which we are confirming
our children. They feel that the age of 13 or 14 was somewhat arbitrarily established by the fact that most of
our youngsters finish elementary school about that time. They feel that a postponement of the age of confir
mation until 16 or 17 would break down the commonly accepted idea that formal religious instruction ends
with the closing of the period of elementary education.

Somehow it seems to me this idea has some merit.

It would certainly change our entire youth work, particularly on the junior level, and might definitely in
crease the cooperation of parents during those difficult years between 14 and 16. It is, of course, true, on the
other hand, that the 13 or 14 year old, after due instruction, is ready to receive the Sacrament. There are

arguments on both sides. This seems to be one of the topics which might well be studied by a committee of
pastors and educators.

During the past two months I have had an opportunity to sit in a pew more often than normally. There
can be no doubt that every preacher ought to go to church as a member of the congregation in the pews just
as often as he possibly can. It is, of course, very difficult for him to desociate himself from his profession. The
effort, however, is very much worth-while and definitely valuable for his own work. By the way, this reminds
me that some brethren have asked about Lenten material. It is a curious fact that there is much on the market

and very little that is worth-while. If you are still able to read German, 1 always like to point to Ziethe's
"Das Lamm Gottes". Even though there are pietistic echoes in this volume, it contains a tremendous wealth
of material. I imagine that you have also seen the favorable reviews of the reissue of Steinhaueser's "The
Man of Sorrows".

This is a Lenten devotional manual that contains much material for sermonic use.

Now something altogether different. If you are anywhere in the Middle West, you may have noted from

the public press that the Indiana colleges (at least at this writing) are still protesting vigorously against the
drafting of 18 year olds. Personally I am deeply concerned over this development in our national life. Gen
eral Marshall has pointed to the flexibility of 18 year olds and has said that they can be more easily trained
to be good soldiers. This is true. It is, however, also true that their very flexibility makes them comparative
ly easy victims of the moral and spiritual temptations to which they will be exposed in the Armed Forces. In
addition to this problem the colleges in the Middle West particularly are very dubious about the extension of
federal aid to schools and colleges throughout the country. In fact the growing encroachment of the state on
all areas of human life seems to be one of the most ominous signs on our horizon at the present moment.. If
you are interested in this question, the best volume on the entire subject which I know at the present moment
is Hutchinson's "The New Leviathan".

Mr. Hutchinson is the editor of THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY.
*

*

*

The most recent developments in the national and world situation point up the problems which are con
fronting the nation's colleges at the present moment. Our Lutheran University and some of our Concordia's

are no exception. I would, therefore, like to repeat my appeal to you to send us the names of prospective
students. My first appeal did not bring a very good response, and we hope that before many weeks pass we

